Truth Tolerance and Pluralism
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Someone who sees a great crowd should say ‘bless be the one who understands the inner
thoughts’ for their appearances are not alike and their thoughts are not alike
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Come and hear: Although Bet Shammai and Bet Hillel are in disagreement on the questions
of rivals, sisters, an old bill of divorce, a doubtfully married woman, a woman whom her
husband had divorced and who stayed with him over the night in an inn, money, valuables, a
perutah and the value of a perutah, Bet Shammai did not, nevertheless, abstain from marrying
women of the families of Bet Hillel, nor did Bet Hillel refrain from marrying those of Bet
Shammai. This is to teach you that they showed love and friendship towards one another,
thus putting into practice the Scriptural text, ‘Love ye truth and peace’ (Zecharia 8)
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As it has been taught: And also in the iniquities of their parents shall they pine away with
them,[i.e.,] if they hold fast to the evil doings of their fathers. Thou sayest thus: Yet perhaps it
is not so, but true even if they do not hold fast to their [evil] doings? When Scripture states,
Every man shall be put to death for his own sin, [it must refer to those who do not hold fast to
their fathers’ ways. Then how shall we interpret, And also in the iniquities of their fathers
shall they pine away with them?] — As referring to those who continue in the ways of their
fathers. But do they [really] not [suffer for the sins committed by others]? Is it not written,
And they shall stumble one upon another, meaning, One [will stumble] through the sin of the



other, which teaches that all are held responsible for one another — There the reference is
to such as had the power to restrain [their fellowmen from evil] but did not.
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Rabbi Abbahu stated in the name of Rabbi Yochanan: Rabbi Meir had a disciple of

the name of Symmachus who, for every rule concerning ritual uncleanness, supplied forty-
eight reasons in support of its uncleanness, and for every rule concerning ritual cleanness,
forty-eight reasons in support of its cleanness.



One taught: There was an assiduous student at Yavneh who by a hundred and fifty
reasons proved that a [dead] creeping thing was clean. Said Rabina: I also could by logical
argument prove it to be clean. If a snake that kills [man and beast] and thus causes much
uncleanness, is itself ritually clean, how much more should a creeping thing, which does not
kill [either man or beast] and consequently causes no uncleanness, be ritually clean. This,
however, is no argument, since [the snake] is merely acting like a thorn.
Rabbi Abba stated in the name of Shmuel: For three years there was a dispute
between Bet Shammai and Bet Hillel, the former asserting, ‘The halachah is in agreement
with our views’ and the latter contending, ‘The halachah is in agreement with our views’.
Then a bath kol issued announcing, ‘[ The utterances of] both are the words of the living
God, but the halachah is in agreement with the rulings of Bet Hillel’. Since, however, both
are the words of the living God” what was it that entitled Bet Hillel to have the halachah fixed
in agreement with their rulings? Because they were kindly and modest, they studied their
own rulings and those of Bet Shammai, and were even so [humble] as to mention the actions
of Bet Shammai before theirs.
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And he also took up the text and expounded: The words of the wise are as goads, and as nails
well planted are the words of masters of Assemblies, which are given from one Shepherd
(Kohelet 12)...

"The masters of assemblies’: these are the disciples of the wise, who sit in manifold
assemblies and occupy themselves with the Torah, some pronouncing unclean and others
pronouncing clean, some prohibiting and others permitting, some disqualifying and others
declaring fit.

Should a man say: How in these circumstances shall | learn Torah? Therefore the text says:
‘All of them are given from one Shepherd’. One God gave them; one leader uttered them
from the mouth of the Lord of all creation, blessed be He; for it is written: *‘And God spoke all
these words’. Also do thou make thine ear like the hopper and get thee a perceptive heart to
understand the words of those who pronounce unclean and the words of those who pronounce
clean, the words of those who prohibit and the words of those who permit, the words of those
who disqualify and the words of those who declare fit.
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And God spoke all these words, saying, | am the Lord your God, who have brought you out
of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. You shall have no other gods before me.
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I am the Lord your God — R’ Levi said: The Holy One appeared to them as though He were a
statue with faces on every side, so that though a thousand men might be looking at the
statue, they would be led to believe that it was looking at each one of them. So, too, when
the Holy One spoke, each and every person in Israel could say, “The Divine word is
addressing me.” Note that Scripture does not say, “I am the Lord your God,” but | am the
Lord thy God, [thy very own God]. Moreover, said R. Jose bar Hanina, the Divine Word
spoke to each and every person according to his particular capacity. And do not wonder
at this. For when manna came down for Israel, each and every person tasted it in keeping with
his own capacity — infants in keeping with their capacity, young men in keeping with their
capacity, and old men in keeping with their capacity. Infants in keeping with their capacity:
like the taste of the milk that an infant sucks from his mother’s breast, so was the taste of
manna to every infant, for it is said “Its taste was like the taste of rich cream”
(Bamidbar11:8); young men according to their capacity, for of the manna they ate it is said



“My bread also which I gave thee, bread, and oil, and honey” (Yechezkel. 16:19); and old
men according to their capacity, as is said of the manna they ate “the taste of it was like
wafers made with honey” (Shemot16:31). Now if each and every person was enabled to taste
the manna according to his particular capacity, how much more and more was the Divine
Word. Thus David said: “The voice of the Lord is in its strength” (Tehillim 29:4) — not “The
voice of the Lord in His strength” but “The voice of the Lord in its strength” — that is, in its
strength to make itself heard and understood according to the capacity of each and every
person who listens to the Divine Word. Therefore the Holy One said: Do not be misled
because you hear many voices. Know ye tht | am He who is one and the same: | am the Lord
thy God.

Up to this time, Israel were redeemed from Egypt and then enslaved in Babylon; redeemed
from Babylon, enslaved in Media; redeemed from Media, enslaved in Greece; redeemed from
Greece, enslaved in Edom (Rome). But from Edom the Holy One will redeem them, and they
will not again be enslaved, as is said “O Israel that art saved by the Lord with an everlasting
salvation: ye shall not be ashamed nor confounded, world without end” (Yeshaya. 45:17).
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When someone learns Torah, he brings its wisdom from potential to actual-as it relates to his
spirit. There can be no comparison between the light that is renewed when the Torah is
connected to one person’s spirit and when the Torah is connected to another person’s
spirit. So when he learns Torah, he literally makes it greater.
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Ben Zoma said: Who is wise? He who learns from all men, as it is written (Tehillim
119:99) "I have gained understanding from all my teachers.". Who is mighty? He who
subdues his passions, as it is written (Mishlei 16:32) "One who is slow to anger is better than
the mighty, and one whose temper is controlled than one who captures a city.” Who is rich?
He who rejoices in his portion, as it is written (Tehillim 128:2) "You shall eat the fruit of the
labor of your hands; you shall be happy, and it shall go well with you." "You shall be" refers
to this world; and "it shall be well with you" refers to the world to come. Who is honored? He
that honors his fellow men as it is written (Shmuel | 2:30) "For those who honor me I will
honor, and those who despise me shall be treated with contempt."
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