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Loving a convert who has come to nestle under the wings of the Shechinah fulfills two
positive commandments: one for he is [also] included among the “neighbours” [whom we are
commanded to love] and one because he is a convert and the Torah (Devarim 10:19) states:
“and you shall love the converts”. [Thus, G-d] has commended us concerning the love of a
convert just as He has commended us concerning loving Himself as [Devarim 11:1] states
“and you shall love God, your Lord”. The Holy One, blessed be He, Himself loves converts
as [Devarim 10:18] states: “and He loves converts”.
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And what is the connection between Rut and Atzeret (ie. Shavuot) which is referred to by the
name “Atzeret’ (which connotes refraining or stopping) at the time of the giving of the Torah?
To teach us that the Torah is only given through suffering and poverty. It therefore says
“Your flock settled there; you did prepare for the poor in Your goodness, O G-d’ (Tehillim
68:11).
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