The Message and Mission of
Modern Orthodoxy in the 215t Century

1) Message- To Engage the World
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And the Lord God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to cultivate it and to keep
it. And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden you may freely
eat; But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, you shall not eat of it; for in the day that
you eat of it you shall surely die.
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So Avram went, as the Lord had spoken, and Lot went with him (Bereishit 12:4). Rabbi Levi
said: When Avraham was travelling through Aram Naharaim and Aram Nahor, he saw its
inhabitants eating and drinking and revelling. ‘May my portion not be in this country! ' he
exclaimed. But when he reached the promontory of Tyre and saw them engaged in weeding and
hoeing at the proper seasons, he exclaimed, "Would that my portion might be in this country!"’
Said the Holy One, blessed be He, to him: Unto thy seed have | given this land (ibid. 15:18).
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If you have a sapling in your hand, and someone should say to you that the Messiah has come,
stay and complete the planting, and then go to greet the Messiah.
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And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness; and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over
all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth. So God created man
in His own image, in the image of God created He him; male and female He created them. And
God blessed them, and God said to them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and
subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over
every living thing that moves upon the earth.
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When a person plays dice with gentiles, he does not violate the prohibition against robbery. He
does, however, violate the prohibition against occupying oneself with empty matters. It is
not fitting for a person to spend any of his days occupied in anything other than words of
wisdom or [pursuits that lead to] a stable world.
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Rabbi Eleazar said in the name of Rabbi Hanina: The disciples of the wise increase peace in the
world, as it says, And all thy children shall be taught of the Lord, and great shall be the peace of
thy children. Read not banayik [thy children] but bonayik [thy builders].

nvap (2

M9 (N

2999 NNNNHOTID MOON - DPINN T 07aNY

1IN NN TAYN N NIN NANNY TNV ININ IR 1ANND MIND 1IN NI TA0)N N (X)
(NN PION

Y9N BINDOIN NIV PWYNI DINN INANY NYWA 1NN INIANNYD TITH NN TN (2)
Y59 N9 NIND MINHNI INDNI NAWMI ANIN NIN 91 P NI 79¥ 1Y PRY 10NN 1110 NNIN
NIN T PINY NN DT AWNNYIT N IRY DINOND W) NNNY TIT IINRY 10D 9110 own
MYT DN 7Y NVIYNI NP NYTA NTVIY NDAN NPOY NIVP NP2 NINY YTIM TN PINRD YNI)
NN NINITRN DTN 299) NIITN 2 WIIN NN PNIYINN IUYN THY NININ D TIT IINRY 1D
D990 YINRY 19 OUN DX DN PAND NN PIPY >TI DIV N2 NYYNHN DT DD

: D2IVN TN MINY M3 NN PIN NNN T TINNY NIAINN Iy

1. It is a mitzvah to love and fear this glorious and awesome God, as it says, “And you shall love
God, your Lord” (Devarim 6:5) and it states, “Fear God, your Lord” (ibid. 6:13).

2. What is the way to love and fear God? Whenever one contemplates the great wonders of
God's works and creations, and one sees that they are a product of a wisdom that has no
bounds or limits, one will immediately love, laud and glorify [God] with an immense passion
to know the Great Name, like David has said, "My soul thirsts for God, for the living God".
When one thinks about these matters one will feel a great fear and trepidation, and one will know
that one is a low and insignificant creation, with hardly an iota of intelligence compared to that of
God, like David has said, "When | observe Your heavens, the work of Your fingers...what is man,
that You are heedful of him?". Bearing these things in mind, | shall explain important concepts of
the Creator's work, as a guide to understanding and loving God. Concerning this love the Sages
said that from it will come to know God.
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Shmuel said: Whosoever fasts [for the sake of self-affliction] is termed a sinner. He is of the same
opinion as the following Tanna. For it has been taught: Eleazar ha-Kappar Berabbi Says: What is
Scripture referring to when it says [of the Nazirite], And make atonement for him, for that he
sinned by reason of the soul. Against which soul did he sin? [It must refer to the fact that] he
denied himself wine. We can now make this inference from minor to major: If this man [Nazirite]
who denied himself wine only is termed, Sinner, how much more so he who denies himself the
enjoyment of ever so many things. Rabbi Eleazar says: He is termed, Holy. as it is said, He shall
be holy, he shall let the locks of the hair of his head grow long. If this man [Nazirite] who denied
himself wine only is termed, Holy. how much more so he who denies himself the enjoyment of
ever so many things
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Rabbi Hizkiah, Rabbi Kohen in the name of Rav: In the future, a person will be held accountable
for whatever good things he saw in the world, and did not taste
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In the third month, when the people of Israel were gone forth out of the land of Egypt, the same
day came they into the wilderness of Sinai. For they had departed from Rephidim, and had come
to the desert of Sinai, and had camped in the wilderness; and there Israel camped before the
mount. And Moses went up to God, and the Lord called to him from the mountain, saying, Thus
shall you say to the house of Jacob, and tell the people of Israel; You have seen what | did to the
Egyptians, and how | carried you on eagles’ wings, and brought you to myself. Now therefore, if
you will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then you shall be my own treasure
among all peoples; for all the earth is mine; And you shall be to me a kingdom of priests,
and a holy nation. These are the words which you shall speak to the people of Israel.
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Then you shall be my own treasure among all peoples — Although the entire human race is
more precious to Me than all other inferior creatures, for he alone (ie. Man) among them
represents My intention (purpose), as our Sages say ‘Precious is man who was created in the
Image’ (Avot 3:14), still you shall be to Me a treasure beyond all of them, for all the earth is mine
—and the difference between you and them is one of degree, for indeed all the earth is Mine, and
the righteous of all people are without a doubt dear to Me

And you shall be to me a kingdom of priests — In this fashion you will be the treasure of them
all by being a kingdom of priests to understand and teach the entire human race that all
shall call in the Name of Hashem and serve Him in one accord, as shall (indeed) be the (role)
of Israel in the future as it says ‘But you shall be named priests of Hashem’ (Isiaiah 61:6) and as
it says ‘For out of Zion shall Torah go forth’ (ibid. 2:3).
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“Her king and her princes are among the nations, Torah is no more” - Should a person tell you
there is wisdom among the nations, believe it; as it is written, Shall | not in that day, saith the
Lord, destroy the wise men out of Edom, and discernment out of the mount of Esau? (Ovadia 8).
But if he tells you that there is Torah among the nations, do not believe it; because it is written,
“Her king and her princes are among the nations, Torah is no more”. “Her prophets” — includes
the true prophets, both classes “find no vision from the Lord”.
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Ben Zoma said: Who is wise? He who learns from all men, as it is written (Tehillim 119:99) "I
have gained understanding from all my teachers.” Who is mighty? He who subdues his passions,
as it is written (Mishlei 16:32) "One who is slow to anger is better than the mighty, and one
whose temper is controlled than one who captures a city.” Who is rich? He who rejoices in his
portion, as it is written (Tehillim 128:2) "You shall eat the fruit of the labour of your hands; you
shall be happy, and it shall go well with you.” "You shall be" refers to this world; and "it shall be
well with you" refers to the world to come. Who is honoured? He that honours his fellow men as
it is written (Shmuel 1 2:30) "For those who honour me | will honour, and those who despise me
shall be treated with contempt.”
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1) Mission- To Be More By Not Being Less
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Be strong and courageous; for you shall cause this people to inherit the land, which | swore to
their fathers to give them. Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do
according to all the Torah, which Moses my servant commanded you; turn not from it to the right
hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go. This Book of the Torah shall not
depart from your mouth; but you shall meditate on it day and night, that you may observe to
do according to all that is written on it; for then you shall make your way prosperous, and then
you shall have good success.
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Ben Damah the son of R’ Yishmael's sister once asked R’ Ishmael, Can someone like

me who has studied the whole of the Torah learn Greek wisdom? He then read the following
verse, “This Book of the Torah shall not depart from your mouth; but you shall meditate on it day
and night”. Go and find a time that is neither day nor night and learn then Greek wisdom.
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Rav Yosef said: The study of the Torah is superior to the saving of life. For at first

Mordecai was reckoned next after four, but afterwards next after five. At first it is written, Who
came with Zerubabel, [namely] Jeshua, Nehemiah, Seraiah, Reelaiah, Mordecai, Bilshan, and
subsequently it is written, Who came with Zerubabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah, Azariah, Raamiah,
Nahamani, Mordecai, Bilshan. Rab — or, some say. Rav Samuel bar Martha — said: The study
of the Torah is superior to the building of the Temple, for as long as Baruch b. Neriah was
alive Ezra would not leave him to go up to the land of Israel. Rabbah said in the name of Rav
Yitzchak bar Shmuel bar Martha: The study of the Torah is superior to the honouring of
father and mother. For, for the fourteen years that Jacob spent in the house of Eber, he was not
punished.
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1. Rabbi Meir said: "Whosoever is busied in Torah for the love thereof merits many things;
and not. only so, but he is worth the whole world, as he is called friend, beloved, loves the
Omnipotent and mankind; pleases the Omnipotent and mankind. And it clothes him with
meekness and fear, and fits him to become righteous, pious, upright, and faithful; and removes
him from sin, and brings him toward the side of merit. And they derive from him the benefit of
good counsel, and sound wisdom, understanding, and strength, as it is written [Prov. viii. 14]:
'‘Mine are counsel and sound wisdom: | am understanding; mine is might." And it gives him
kingdom and dominion, and faculty of judgment. And they reveal to him secrets of Torah; and he
is made, as it were, a spring that ceases not and as a river that flows on increasing. And he
becomes modest and long-suffering, and forgiving of insult, and it magnifies him and exalts
him over all things."

2. Said Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi: "Every day a Heavenly voice goes forth from Mount Horeb,
and proclaims as follows: "Woe to the creatures for contempt of the Law, for whosoever does
not occupy himself in the, Law is called "blameworthy,™ as it is written [Mishlei 11:22]: 'As a
golden ring in a swine's snout, so is a hand some woman that hath thrown off discretion’; and it is
also written [Shemot 32:16]: 'And the tables were the work of God, and the writing, was the
writing of God, engraved (charuth) upon the tables.' Do not read charuth, graven, but cheruth,
freedom, for there is no free man but him who is occupied in the study of the Law; as
whosoever is occupied in such study, behold he exalts himself, as it is written [Bamidbar
21:19]: 'And from Mattanah to Nachaliél; and from Nachaliél to Barmoth.™
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He used to say: Do His will as if it was your will that He may do your will as if it was His will.
Make your will of no effect before His will that He may make the will of others of no effect
before your will.
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Ben Azzai said: Be eager to fulfill the smallest duty and flee from transgression; for one duty
induces another and one transgression induces another transgression. The reward of a duty is a
duty, the reward of one transgression is another transgression.
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And the Lord appeared to him in the plains of Mamre; and he sat in the tent door in the heat of
the day; And he lifted up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood by him; and when he
saw them, he ran to meet them from the tent door, and bowed himself to the ground, And said,
My Lord, if now I have found favor in your sight, pass not away, | beseech you, from your
servant; Let a little water, | beseech you, be fetched, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves
under the tree; And I will fetch a morsel of bread, and you comfort your hearts; after that you
shall pass on; seeing that you are come to your servant. And they said, So do, as you have said.
And Abraham hurried to the tent to Sarah, and said, Make ready quickly three measures of fine
meal, knead it, and make cakes.
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And Abraham ran to the herd, and fetched a calf tender and good, and gave it to a young man;
and he hurried to prepare it.
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At the door of the tent - To see if there are any passers by that he might invite into his home. In
the heat of the day - G-d brought the sun out of its sheath so that he would not be burdened by
travelers. But, when He saw that he [Avraham] was grieved that no travelers were coming, He
brought the angels to him in the guise of men.
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And he said, Lay not your hand upon the lad, nor do anything to him; for now | know that you
fear God, seeing that you did not withheld your son, your only son from me. And Abraham
lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns; and
Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in place of his son.

And Abraham called the name of that place Adonai-Yireh; as it is said to this day, In the Mount
of the Lord it shall be seen. And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham from heaven the second
time, And said, By myself have | sworn, said the Lord, for because you have done this thing, and
have not withhold your son, your only son; That in blessing | will bless you, and in multiplying |
will multiply your seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore;
and your seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; And in your seed shall all the nations of the
earth be blessed; because you have obeyed my voice.
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